National Association of Legal Assistants (NALA)


  Since 1976, NALA has offered a Certified Legal Assistant (CLA) designation.  Candidates successfully completing certification may chose between the CLA designation or the CP, Certified Paralegal, designation.  The designations may not be used together, CLA/CP, as this may indicate two certifications.  NALA also offers specialist designations. Those successfully completing the specialist examination may use the designation CLAS.

To be eligible for the CLA examination, one of the following alternate requirements must be met: 

1.  Graduation from: 

· (a)  a legal assistant program approved by the American Bar Association; or 

· (b)  a legal assistant program that is an associate degree program; or 

· (c)  a post-baccalaureate certificate program in legal assistant studies; or 

· (d)  a bachelor's degree program in legal assistant studies; or a legal assistant program which consists of a minimum of 60 semester hours (900 clock hours or 90 quarter hours) of which at least 15 semester hours (225 clock hours or 22.5 quarter hours) are substantive legal courses. 

2.  Have obtained a bachelor's degree in any field plus one year's experience as a legal assistant. Successful completion of at least 15 semester hours (or 22.5 quarter hours or 225 clock hours) of substantive legal assistant courses will be considered equivalent to one year's experience as a legal assistant. 

3. Have obtained a high school diploma or equivalent plus seven (7) year's experience as a legal assistant under the supervision of a member of the Bar, plus evidence of a minimum of twenty (20) hours of continuing legal education credit to have been completed within a two (2) year period prior to the examination date.

National Association for Legal Professionals


The National Association for Legal Professionals, formerly National Association of Legal Secretaries (NALS), offers the Certified Paralegal Professional (CCP) designation.  The examination is divided into four parts:  legal knowledge and skills, ethics and judgment skills, written communications, and substantive law.  The certification is valid for five years and requires 75 hours of CLE for re-certification.  Non-members may sit for the exam.  Candidates must have one of the following:  (1) five years of legal experience; (2) post secondary degree, other certification or a paralegal certificate and four years of legal experience; and (3) paralegal degree with three years experience.

National Federation of Paralegal Associations (NFPA)


  NFPA offers a paralegal advanced competency examination.  Requirements for sitting for the PACE examination:  (1) associate degree in paralegal studies from an institutionally accredited or ABA-approved paralegal education program with six years experience; (2) bachelor’s degree in any field with three years experience; (3) bachelor’s degree and completion of a paralegal program at an institutionally accredited school that may be embodied in the bachelor’s degree, with two years experience; and (4) four years of experience by December 31, 2000.  Candidates successfully completing the examination may use the designation Registered Paralegal (RP).

Louisiana Certified Paralegal


Obtaining the LCP certification is a two-step process:  (1) a paralegal must have obtained a CLA® certification from the National Association of Legal Assistants at the time the LCP exam is taken, or (2) must obtain the CLA certification within three years from the date of notification of having passed the LCP exam.  The LCP examination includes mandatory testing of the following:  General Law, Ethics, and Civil Procedure, together with four elective subjects to be chosen from the following:  Business Organizations, Contracts, Criminal Law and Procedure, Evidence, Family Law, Property, Torts, Wills/Probate/ Successions/Trusts.  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]






